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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3/9/06 
has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment was received on 3/9/06, and has been entered and made 
of record. Currently, claims 1-11, 16-26, 31 and 36 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. By the amendment, the claim Objection of claims 1 and 16 has been withdrawn. 

4. Upon review of the references of Tashima (U.S. Patent No. 6,567,178) and 
Bramall (U.S. Patent No. 5,771,101), which were cited in the Office Action dated 
10/4/05 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), as being obvious, the examiner notes that the 
references can still be interpreted to maintain the rejections, as currently amended. 
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In response to applicant's argument regarding the rejection of claim 1 , wherein 

on pages 22-23, the applicant explains how the current invention differs from the 

teachings of Tashima and Bramall. Particularly, the applicant states that 

[n]othing in Tashima and Bramall, whether taken either separately or in any 
permissible combination (if any), would teach or suggest performing an 
authentication process for entered user information to determine whether a first 
operating instruction is authorized for the user, and when the user is 
authenticated, transmitting a second operating instruction and the entered user 
information to a different image processing apparatus for another authentication 
process, and when the user is again authenticated, performing the second 
operating instruction after the first operating instruction is performed, (page 23) 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. As shown in fig. 8 of Tashima, before the actual 
transmission of the scanned image (step 5), the transmitting fax 102 sends the user 
information to the receiving fax 100 to determine whether the user is authorized to use 
the receiving fax 100. Upon receiving the authentication results from the receiving fax 
100 (step 4), the transmitting fax 102 sends the scanned image to the receiving fax 100 
for printing the scanned image (col. 1, lines 31-62). The only claim limitation that is not 
taught by Tashima is that Tashima does not explicitly disclose whether the transmitting 
fax 102 checks to see if the user is authorized to use the transmitting fax for scanning 
the image. In other words, there is no teaching as to what happens before step 1 of fig. 
8. Bramall, the same field of endeavor of the secure facsimile transmission, teaches 
the method of securing the transmitting fax machine from unauthorized users. As 
disclosed in col. 5, lines 46-55, the user can input the user information in the 
transmitting fax machine to authorize the user to use the fax machine. Therefore, at the 
time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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implement the security system of Bramall into the transmitting fax 102 of Tashima. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide the security not only at 
the receiving fax 100 but also at the transmitting fax 102 as well. The combination of 
Tashima and Bramall, therefore, would certainly disclose each and every claim 
limitations recited in claim 1. 

Independent claims 6, 11, 16, 21 , 26, 31 and 36 recite features which are similar 
in many relevant respect to those discussed above with respect to claim 1 and therefore 
are also believed to be not patentable over the cited references. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-11, 16-26, 31 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tashima in view of Bramall. 

5. With respect to claim 1, Tashima discloses (fig. 8) an image processing 
apparatus (transmission requester fax 102) that performs an image processing service 
provided by a first operating instruction about image processing (scanning) and a 
second operating instruction about image processing for a different image processing 
apparatus (fax mail apparatus 100 & col. 2, lines 51-59), comprising: 
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input means for entering user information and the first operating instruction for 
said image processing apparatus (col. 1, lines 31-49); 

transmission means for transmitting to the different image processing apparatus 
the second operating instruction and the user information entered by said input means 
(col. 1, lines 31-49 & col. 2, lines 51-59); 

second authentication means for obtaining from the different image processing 
apparatus results of an authentication process, performed for the user information 
received from said transmission means, to determine whether the second operating 
instruction is authorized for the user on the different image processing apparatus (col. 1 , 
lines 50-57); and 

determination means for employing the results obtained by said second 
authentication means to determine whether the user is to be permitted to use said 
image processing apparatus in conjunction with the different image processing 
apparatus to perform the first and second operating instruction of the image processing 
service (col. 1, lines 57-62), 

wherein the first operating instruction is performed by said image processing 
apparatus and the second operating instruction is performed by the different image 
processing apparatus after the first operating instruction is performed (col. 2, lines 51- 
59). 

Tashima, however, does not disclose expressly the registration mean for 
registering registration information for a user who is authorized to use said image 
processing apparatus; 
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first authentication means for employing the registration information registered by 
said registration means and the user information entered by said input means to 
determine whether the first operation instruction is authorized for the user, and 

transmission means for, based on the results obtained by said first authentication 
means, transmitting to the different image processing apparatus the second operating 
instruction and the user information entered by said input means. 

Bramall, the same field of endeavor of the facsimile (col. 1, lines 3-25), discloses 
an image processing apparatus that performs an image processing service provided by 
a first operating instruction about image processing (scanning in col. 2, lines 27-30) and 
a second operating instruction about image processing for a different image processing 
apparatus (destination fax), comprising: 

registration mean for registering registration information for a user who is 
authorized to use said image processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 22-26); 

input means for entering user information and the first operating instruction for 
said image processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 46-55); 

first authentication means for employing the registration information registered by 
said registration means and the user information entered by said input means to 
determine whether the first operation instruction is authorized for the user (col. 5, lines 
46-55); and 

transmission means for, based on the results obtained by said first authentication 
means, transmitting to the different image processing apparatus the second operating 
instruction and the user information entered by said input means (col. 5, lines 46-55), 
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wherein the first operating instruction is performed by said image processing 
apparatus and the second operating instruction is performed by said different image 
processing apparatus after the first operating instruction is performed (col. 5, lines 46- 
55). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to implement the first authentication means of Bramall into the facsimile system 
of Tashima. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a data 
security system at the transmitting side. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tashima with Bramall to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

6. With respect to claim 2, Tashima discloses the image processing apparatus, 
wherein the registration information and the user information each includes at least a 
user ID and a password (col. 1, lines 40-41). Also, read col. 5, lines 46-55. 

7. With respect to claim 3, Tashima discloses the image processing apparatus, 
further comprising: 

scanning means for reading a document, 

wherein the second operating instruction is an instruction for printing image data 
read by said scanner means using a printer function of the different image processing 
apparatus (col. 3, lines 1-12). 

Further, Bramall discloses a scanner for reading a document (scanning in col. 2, 
lines 27-30). 
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8. With respect to claim 4, Tashima discloses the image processing apparatus, 
further comprising: 

scanning means for reading a document, 

wherein the second operating instruction is an instruction for storing, in a 
predetermined area, image data read by said scanner means using a storage function 
of the different image processing apparatus (col. 7, lines 56-60 & col. 9, lines 49-51). 

9. With respect to claim 5, Tashima discloses the image processing apparatus, 
further comprising: 

scanning means for reading a document, 

wherein the second operating instruction is an instruction for transmitting, to a 
predetermined destination, image data read by said scanner means by using a facsimile 
transmission function of the different image processing apparatus (fig. 10). 

10. With respect to claim 1 1 , 16, 26, 31, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 1, are applicable. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 1 7, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 2, 
are applicable. 

12. With respect to claim 18, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 3, 
are applicable. 

13. With respect to claim 19, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 4, 
are applicable. 
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14. With respect to claim 20, arguments analogous to those presented for claim 5, 
are applicable. 

15. With respect to claim 6, Tashima discloses an image processing apparatus (fax 
mail apparatus 100 & col. 2, lines 51-59) that performs, in cooperation with a different 
image processing apparatus (transmission requester fax 102) that performs a first 
operating instruction about image processing (scanning), an image processing service 
provided by a second instruction about image processing comprising: 

registration means for registering registration for a user who is permitted to use 
said image processing apparatus (col. 1, lines 29-30); 

reception means for receiving user information and the second operating 
instruction for said image processing apparatus from a different image processing 
apparatus (col. 1, lines 31-49 & col. 2, lines 51-59); 

authentication means for employing the registration information registered by 
said registration means and the user information received by said reception means to 
determine whether the user is an authorized user (col. 1 , lines 50-57); and 

determination means for employing results obtained by said authentication 
means to determine whether the second operating instruction received by said 
reception means is to be accepted (col. 1 , lines 57-62), 

wherein the first operating instruction is performed by said different image 
processing apparatus and the second operating instruction is performed by said image 
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processing apparatus after the first operating instruction is performed (col. 2, lines 51- 
59). 

Tashima, however, does not teach expressly that the second operating 
instruction is received after the first operating instruction is authenticated to be 
performed on the different image processing apparatus. 

As set forth above, Bramall, the same field of endeavor of the facsimile (col. 1 , 
lines 3-25), discloses a different image processing apparatus that performs an image 
processing service provided by a first operating instruction about image processing 
(scanning in col. 2, lines 27-30) and a second operating instruction about image 
processing for an image processing apparatus (destination fax), comprising: 

registration mean for registering registration information for a user who is 
authorized to use said different image processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 22-26); 

input means for entering user information and the first operating instruction for 
said different image processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 46-55); 

authentication means for employing the registration information registered by 
said registration means and the user information entered by said input means to 
determine whether the first operation instruction is authorized for the user (col. 5, lines 
46-55); and 

transmission means for, based on the results obtained by said first authentication 
means, transmitting to the image processing apparatus the second operating instruction 
and the user information entered by said input means (col. 5, lines 46-55), 
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wherein the first operating instruction is performed by said different image 
processing apparatus and the second operating instruction is performed by said image 
processing apparatus after the first operating instruction is performed (col. 5, lines 46- 
55). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to implement the authentication means of Bramall into the facsimile system of 
Tashima. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to provide a data 
security system at the transmitting side. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tashima with Bramall to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 6. 

16. With respect to claims 7 and 22, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 2, are applicable. 

17. With respect to claims 8 and 23, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 3, are applicable. 

18. With respect to claims 9 and 24, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 4, are applicable. 

19. With respect to claims 10 and 25, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 5, are applicable. 

20. With respect to claims 21 and 36, arguments analogous to those presented for 
claim 6, are applicable. 
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Contact Information 



21 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAN S. PARK whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7409. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chan S. Park 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 
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